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A News letter for the
GRAND VALLEY
STATE UN I VERS I TY

Co mm unity
Volume 23, N um ber 3

Monday, August 3, 1998

Accounting Prof to Work with SEC for One Year
Jo Godw in was surprised o ne da y
ea rlier thi s summer when he check ed
his voicemail and he had a ca ll fro m
th e
Securities
and
Exch ange
Commission in
Washingto n, D.C.
But it
turn ed o u t
to b e good
news.

Academic Fellow in the SEC's O ffi ce o f
the Chief Accountant in Washingto n ,
D.C. Follow ing an interview, he was
selected to b e the 21st participant in a
program th at was established in 1979.
He w ill work with th e SEC in Washingto n for o ne yea r.

Godwin ,
associate
professor and chair o f Accounting,
was ask ed to app ly to be th e 1998-99

"A deriva tive is a fin ancial instrument w hose va lue is based o n or
derived fro m an asset, a market index,
o r a traditio na l security, " says Godwin .

God w in says he is exc ited ab o ut th e
position b eca use of th e resea rch he has
conducted o n deri va ti ves and international accounting. Working primaril y
with colleague Steve Goldberg, associate professor o f Accounting, Godwin
has written 15 art icles since 1994 o n
these topics.

GVSU Celebrates Calder's 100th Birthday,
Welcomes 'Tripes'
Faculty and sta ff members, and friends of GVSU
were invited to attend a
luncheon and reception on
July 21 to mark the 100th
anniversa1y of the bi1th of
Alexander Ca lder. In
addition to welcoming
"Tri pes," the Stabile on loan
to GVSU for two yea rs from
the Alexa nder and Louisa
Ca lder Foundation, the
festivities included more
than 30 other Calder pieces,
which were loaned from the
private collections of loca l
individuals and corporaJohn Sundstrom, director of 11~/ormation Tecl.?110/ogy, leji, and
tions, as well as public
Bob Fletcbe,; vice provost, admire one of Calder's mobiles.
museums.

"Companies use derivati ves primaril y to
hedge against adverse price o r rate
changes o f commo dities, interest rates
o r fo reign currencies ."
In add itio n to advising SEC staff w ith
research expertise , Godwin w ill act as
an advisor to several accounting
regul atory bodies. He also hopes to
conduct research as well as ha ve some
mainstrea m assignments in case
ana lysis. In the encl he w ill bring th e
exp eri ence back to GVSU classrooms.
"I would expect th is exp eri ence w ill
help me crea te a n ew class in accounting theory," says Godwin, w ho app reciates his colleagues' w illingness to take
o n extra work to enabl e him to ta k e
adva ntage o f th e o ppo rtunity in
Washington.

Across Campus
GVSU Board Discusses
New Engineering Bu ilding
President Arend D. Lubbers has
asked the Grand Va lley Board of
Control to consider constru cting an
add iti o n to Eberhard Center for use by
the Padnos School of Eng ineering.
Tn comments at last Wednesday 's
Board meeting, Lubbers noted that
enro llment growth in Engineering
requires that add itional laboratory space
be all oca ted to the program.
Pau l Piorkowski, director of th e
Sch ool of Engineering, told the Board
that th e program now enro lls more than
400 students. He sa id he anticipates
even more growth in the next decade,
p erh aps to nea rl y 1,000 undergraduate
and 200 graduate students.

continued on page 2
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Across Campus
continued.from page 1

"The need is d rive n by growth and by
the nature of the program," Piatkowski said.
Engineering initiates a new Maste r's in
Man ufa cturing Engineering this Fa ll. The
engineering program at GVSU began te n
yea rs ago w ith a dozen stude nts.
Boa rd me mbe rs took the recommendatio ns unde r advisement a nd are expected to
discuss th e matte r aga in at their October
meeti ng.

NIH Grant Aids Professor's
Study of Bacteria and
Food Crops

The GVSU Fomm is
pub lished by the O ffi ce or
Uni vers ity Communicatio ns
every Monday when classes are
in sess ion and b iwee k ly during
the summ er. Th e submission
deadlin e is Tu esda y noon . Send
publ ication item s to Kathl een
Ad ams, ed itor, c/ o the FONUM
cc: Mail box. Fro m o ff ca m p us,
em ail forum@gvsu.edu.
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax:
616-895-2250. Visi t FO RUM
ON LI NE on the World Wide Web
at: www.gvsu.edu /
Faculty and staff membe rs
can find an online "Sketches ..
submission f<>rm o n the Web Site.

Antho ny Nieuw koop, associate p rofessor
of Hea lth Sc ie nces, has received a $90,000
g rant fro m th e Na ti o nal Institutes o f Hea lth
(NIH) . The Academic Research Enhanceme nt Awa rd (AREA) covers three yea rs
beginning this mo nth.
Nie uwkoop w ill use the awa rd to
continu e his resea rch on so il micro bes,
w hich he began in 1994. He is stud ying
how bacte ria l microbes interact w ith
legumes, s uch as bea ns and alfa lfa plants, as

a way to possibly increase natural productio n o f other food crops .
"Legumes
a re good
crops beca use
they actua ll y
put more back
into the so il
than they take
o ut o f it,"
explains
Nie uwkoop.
"It's a symbio tic re latio nship
in w hich
pl ants get
am mo nia,
w hich th e
bacte ria
convert from
nitrogen , and the ba cte ria get sugars and
oth er nutrients ."
Nie uw koop says the lo ng-te rm goa l o f his
resea rch is to try to use ba cteria to ha ve the
sa me positi ve e ffect w ith other crops, such
as corn. Using natural bacte ria in food
productio n would redu ce the need fo r
ammo nia fe rtilizers that are prod uced by the
continu ed on page 3

CVSU Engineering Students Compete
In 'Wooden Shoe Regatta'
Twenty-seven GVSU engineering students raced model-sized sailboats on Tuesday, July
28, in order to understand the effects of fluid motion on sa ilboats . The eighth annual Wooden Shoe Regatta is part of a course in fluid dynamics, taught by Professor of Engineering
Sh irl ey Fle ischmann, where students design and skipper the tiny
boats providing a practical application to concepts lea rned in the
classroom. As part of the class
ass ignment, the boat designs were
evaluated for both style and speed.
"The students learn the elements
of seeing a project from start to finish as well as learning how to draw
together knowledge learned in the
classroom,"
said
Fleischmann.
"Every student with a mechanical
emphasis does this in the ir junior
yea r. It has become a tradition here
at Gra nd Va lley, and the stu dents
love be ing part of it. "

Shirley Fleischmann presented wooden shoe trophies to Mike
Howe, rig ht, .for the.fastest boat, and Ti·oy Springe,; !~ft, .for
tbe best-designed boat.
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use of expensive and en viro nmentall y
damaging fossi l fu els.
"Th e purpose of th e AREA program
is to stimu late resea rch in educatio nal
institutio ns that provide ba cca laurea te
training for a significa nt number of th e
natio n 's resea rch scie ntists but have not
been a majo r recipient of NIH suppo rt,"
Nieuwkoop says. "In add ition to th e
institutio n 's benefi ting from a strengthened research environment, students
w ill benefit from participation in
resea rch and be encouraged to pursue
grad uate stu dies in health sciences ."

Director of Affirmative
Action Receives National
Recognition
M ik e Woods, d irector of Affirmative
Action and Equal Opportun ity Programs,
was hono ree! recently by the Ameri can
Society for Public Administrators at their
annual conference in Seattle. The awa rd

acknowledges a high level of leadership
and insightful contributions while serving
as a member o f the Conference o f
Minority Public Administrator's Strategic
Task Force.
"I am honored to be the recipient of
such an award ," says Woods. "The time I
spent with
members o f the
task force was
inspiring and
informative for
me. Whatever
contributions [
made pale in
comparison to
the rich and
rewa rding
experience I
received as a task force member. "
During th e conference, Woods also
convened and facilitated a mini plenary
session, titl ed "Myths and Facts About
Affirmative Action. "

Albanian Education
Officials Visit GVSU
A lbanian o fficials v isited west
Michigan last week to meet w ith Randy
Remenap, visiting assistant professor of
Educa tion , an d area school administrato rs to learn first-hand about school
improvement.

Leji to right are Vladimir Pasku, Alba11ian
Education Development Proiecl program
direc/01; Ministry of Educalioit and Science
Director of Educational Policies Cen ci Vin cani, Tom Kuieck and Ca1J1 Fales, aclminislrators .from Jenison Public Schools, and
!?emenap.

Coming Events
Carillon Concerts
Continue Through
August 23
Jud y Ogden, th e assistant ca rillonist
from the Univers ity of Michigan, w ill
play the Gra nd Va lley ca rill o n o n
Su nday, August 9, at 8 p.m. for th e
next concert in the 1998 Internation al
Cari llon Conce rt Series.
Ogden played th e Cornell Chime in
Itha ca, ew York , for 19 yea rs before
moving to Michigan in 1990. Since
then , she has stud ied ca rillon with
Margo I lalsted at th e U nive rsity of
Michigan and pla ys regu larly at th e
Burton Tower and tile Lurie Tower in
Ann Arbor.
On Sunday, August 16, Julianne
Va nden Wyngaa rcl , associate professor
of Music and uni vers ity ca rill o nist, w ill
p erform at 8 p.m.
Vand en \Vyngaa rd , a noted concert
pi anist, has been a G rand Va lley

Ca rillon co11certgoe1x arrived earlvfor last week 's concert to ji"11cl a good spot on the lawn.
facu lty member since 1967 and principal p erformer o n the Cook Carillon
sin ce its 1994 dedica ti o n. This summer

she completed her third session of
study at the etherlands Ca rill on
Schoo l.
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Calendar of Events
Sun. ,Aug. 9
8 p.m.: 1998 Summer Cari llo n Series. Judy Ogde n, carillo nist.

Sun. ,Aug. 16

8 p.m.: 1998 Summer Ca rillon Series . Julianne Vanden
Wyngaard, ca rill on ist.

Mon. ,Aug. 10

1 p.m.: Student Employee Training Sessio n. Gra nd River
Room, Kirkhof Center. Call x2215 to register.

Check out EventTracker on the GVSU Web site.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Sue Davis , assistant professor of Political Science, gave a
talk, titled "Cu rrent and Potential Ethn ic Conflicts in the
Former Soviet Bloc," to the GVSU Grand Forum at the
Ebe rhard Center. Davis conducted a briefin g at the Air Force
Special Ops School at Hurlburt Field in Fort Wa lto n Beach,
Florida .
The Michigan Space Grant Consortium awa rded a $2,500
undergraduate fellowship to Eli za beth Go ra lski, mento red
by Ran Sivron, visiting assistant professor of Physics, for the
project, titled "Stud ies o f the Active Galaxy MCG -6-30-15
w ith X- ray Sate llites ."
Katherine Kim , professor of Nursing, and Ruth Ann
Brintnall, assistant professor of Nursing, published an a rticle ,

titled "Colorecta l Ca ncer Screening: Know ledge and Practices Amo ng Korean Americans," in the May/June issue of
Cancer Practice.

Thomas Herzog, professor of Psychology, is the senior
author of a pape r titled "Tranqu illity and Preference Revisited ," w11ich has been accepted for p ublicatio n in the Journal
of Environmental Psychology. The co-a uthor is Grego,y J.
Barnes.
Fred Andres, chair of the De partment of Movement
Scie nce, presented a paper, alo ng with Randall Keyser and
Mary Fran Pete rlin , titl ed "Relia b ility of ZCG Ca rdiac
Function Indicies," at the nationa l meeting of the America n
College of Sports. A journa l article based on the results of
the study has been accepted for publicatio n in the archives
o f physical medicine and rehabilitation. Jim Scott, associate
professor of Movement Science , and Brenda Reeves , acting
associa te director of Hea lth , Recreatio n and Wellness, also
attended the confe rence.

Fast Times at GVSU
More than 500 university faculty and staff members and their families watched an afternoon and evening of Grand Prix racing events in the
parking lot of the Eberhard Center on July 24. Tbe event was hosted by the University Club.

